Spiritual journeys are strange things, at least mine was. I was a seeker, a questioner and I looked at and tried out many religious paths. At one lowpoint in my life I succumbed to the Jehovah's Witnesses. I was a baptized member for over 6 years. I was utterly miserable, even more unhappy than before I joined. Eventually I decided I needed to clear my head and think about things for myself. You see, JWs are not allowed to ask too many questions or to worry about the illogic of any answers they recieve. So I backed away for about 18 months and thought for myself. I found their beliefs to be very inconsistant and contradictory, so I left. There was a tremendous void where all my beliefs had been. I can't express how totally crippled I was, spiritually, by the cult-brainwashing I had undergone while a JW. But over the course of a few months I healed a little and was able to open up to spirit again. I looked at life in general and my life in particular. I came to the conclusion that deity must be female and I bgan to explore Wicca. I had trouble at first with the idea of a male deity. The concept was so poisonous to me after the JW experience. But in time I was able to see the inherent balance of the Male and female deities working together. In time I was able to get over my images of a hateful, vengeful, misoginist god and replace them with images of strong, gentle, passionate real man/gods. My recovery from the JWs was greatly facilitated by my many friends and family members who were not JWs. SO many who leave the JW cult lose their whole families and all their friends due the the JW shunning practice. Another reason I was able to recover so quickly was that I found online support groups for EX-JWs. It was a healing balm to my soul to be able to talk to others who had "been inside." It was wonderful to be able to disect the beliefs together, to laugh at the JW secret lingo together and even to cry together over all that was lost to us. JWs discourage higher education, sports involvement, theatre, music etc. Man people find themselves starting over after the JWs with so many regrets over lost opportunities. The openess, the freedom, the self-direction in Paganism is amazing after leaving a rigidly controlled existance. I have the freedom to really choose how to live my life, day by day, minute by minute. The solid core that I lean on is; "an it harm none, do as you will." It is challenging to live up to, but leaves the power where it belongs, in my hands. 

Bright Blessings, Witchchild aka Gargirl 
