Summoner: 


About 20 minutes before we are do to start. Please play the CD that has the chant on it. (TRACK 10) Play it as long as you need to, so that people can sing it.


At the 10 minute warning: At this point ask the group to think of something they would like to contribute to the hearth fire inside. A story, a poem or general thought of those who have departed this past year. Ask them to think fondly of some ancestor that they feel a close bond with.

Before Entering The Circle:

(Standard Summoner’s Chant)
Tonight we ask you to travel with us.


To a land covered with ice and snow.


To a land far to the North


With each step the snow becomes deeper and deeper


But, you show no fear.


For ahead of you in the distance is a glowing light.


As you grow closer, a small cottage appears before you.


The doors open and you are invited inside….


Allow each person to enter individually.

Chant



We approach the Sacred Grove



With hearts and minds and Flesh and Bone



Join us now in ways of old



We have come home.


Make sure the fire is lit and burning well before hand.


(Cast The Circle)

Silent Purifications-Normal With Chant
P. Brothers and Sisters of Air

Come and Be Welcome

Aid us this night with your powers of inspiration.

Aid us this night with the power of mind.

To recall the tales of our ancestors with clarity

To inspire our tongues to recite our tales well

Come and Be Welcome

Come and Blessed Be

P. Brothers and Sisters of Fire

Come and Be Welcome

Aid us this night with your powers of passion.

Aid us this night with your powers of illumination.

To add passion to the words spoken here tonight

To illuminate our hearth with your warm embrace

Come and Be Welcome

Come and Blessed Be

PS. Brothers and Sisters of Water

Come and Be Welcome

Aid us this night with your powers of love.

Aid us this night with your powers of communion.

To welcome our ancestors with love

To commune with them this Yule

Come and Be Welcome 

Come and Blessed Be

PS. Brothers and Sisters of Earth

Come and Be Welcome 

Aid us this night with your powers of understanding.

Aid us this night with your powers of steadfastness

To understand the wisdom of our ancestors

To make us steadfast in our request to visit with them this night

Come and Be Welcome

Come and Blessed Be

Once Circle is Cast. Then light a candle from the cauldron and proceed around the circle passing each person a candle and saying the following:

Note: Stage Directions are in ()

PS. 
Welcome my brother/sister


To our heath, to sit with our ancestors and us.

(-Hand them a candle.)

P.
By the lighting of this candle we share our fire with


You and welcome you and your ancestors to celebrate with us this eve,



(-Light candle)

P. Odin

The One Eye

Rune Lord of Wisdom

The Wise and Great one of Valhalla

Wild Rider

Share with us your ancient wisdom

Give us strength in the dark times ahead

Come sit with us at this our hearth fire

Where the ancient ones and we have gathered

Come join us in praise

Come join us in merriment

Come and Be Welcome

Come and Blessed Be

PS. Hallowed Woman

Earth Mother

You stand solid beneath our feet,

Cold of rock hardness of ice

Carry us on to nights next night,

Support us well during this time of dark,

Fill our homes with joy

Come and sit with us at this our hearth fire

Where the ancient ones and we have gathered

Come and join us in praise

Come and join us in merriment

Come and Be Welcome

Come and Blessed Be

P. Ancestors old, Heroes renowned. Blood of our veins, Strength in our Souls, Grandfathers, Alfar, Light-Alf, Dark-Alf, Black Alf, Weal-brining warders, we offer you welcome. O ancestors of blood and heart, we call you forth.

P. Ancestors old, Heroes renowned. Blood of our veins, Strength in our Souls, Grandmothers, Disir, Wise Watching Women, Weal-brining warders, we offer you welcome. O ancestors of blood and heart we call you forth.

(Wine Blessing (do not hand out yet))

P. Child of The Goddess here is the chalice the water and earth are contained within, as are there powers.

PS. Child of The God here is the Athame the air and the fire are contained within, as are there powers.

P. The Male holds the power and is the reservoir of that power

PS. The Female taps that power within him and channels it.

B. Neither one can work without the other, 

One without the other is incomplete.

P. The Horned God is God of Life and Death

PS. And the Goddess is of birth and renewal.

B. To learn you must suffer,

To live you must be born 

To be born you must die

The beginning, the continuation and the end, over and over

P. The Sun Brings Forth light

PS. And the moon holds it in darkness

P. As Above

PS. So Below

P. As the Athame is to the male

PS. So the chalice is to the female

B. And conjoined they be one in truth, 

For there is no greater power in all the world than that of a man and woman joined in the bonds of love.

Dialogue

PS. Tonight we gather to celebrate the Sabbat of Yule. 

As we sit around this hearth fire, we are reminded of what this holiday means.

P. For the ancient Norse the celebrations were very similar to that of their neighbours to the south. It was a celebration of the cycle of nature and a reaffirmation of the continuation of life. However their celebrations took a very different shape from that of the Celts. 

PS. Unlike the Celts the Norse people had to survive a much colder and darker winter than others. Because it was so cold and dark they found it comforting to make delight of the situation and celebrate.

P. People would gather together around hearth fires and tell tales of the past as a way of reminding them of better times. They would pass around goblets of ale and tell stories and legends of ancestors and heroes alike. Gifts were also given. Everyone would receive an article of clothing along with a pair or ornate shoes known as Yule Shoes. It was also common to receive a Yule Candle as a gift. Gifts were given to cement friendship and were always practical in nature. 

PS. Many of the traditions surrounding Yule, were designed to assist the ancient people in coping with the darkness and the evil that was thought to harbour within. So the celebrations were oriented around the return of the sun, when life would once again be restored. Candles were lit and fires allowed to burn all night.

P. Some of the tales told at this time of year were told to comfort but also as an incentive to be on your best behaviour. 

PS. One story, from Iceland is that of the sinister and gargantuan Yule Cat. Those who did not receive an item of clothing for Yule were Destin to become offerings to the Yule Cat. This story was used as an incentive to get people to work harder at finishing all of the Autumn Wool before Yule. Those who did got the reward of new clothing; those who didn’t became sacrifices to the Yule Cat

P. Another Story comes from Scandinavia. They have the legend of the Yule Goat. The Yule Goat was one of the goats that carried the God Thor when he road around Middle Earth. He then was given the duty of carrying the Yule Elf who would deliver gifts and eat the offerings of pudding left for him. The Yule Elf was seen as someone who could grant wishes as was known to give gold to those who were courteous or clever.

PS. Regardless of the culture, the idea to celebrate Yule has remained the same. It was a time to be with friends and family. A time for reflection on the past year. A time to share stories of their pasts and the pasts of their ancestors to future generations. It was a time of celebration and merriment. A time of food and of wine

P. They would gather together just as we do tonight to share stories of their loved ones as a way of remembering them during this joyous celebration. The dead were considered as evolved beings. Males became the Alfar (male Elves) and Females became the Disir (powerful ancestral spirts). The ancestors became guardians over their kin’s land and its inhabitants. They would be honoured by bringing gifts and food to the burial mound.

PS. They would sit at the burial mound in order to get highly valued advice from the ancestor within. They were considered an integral party of the family and were treated as such. Each of us has an ancestor that we have a close personal connection with. We ask you now to take a brief moment to reflect on that person, to imagine them present, to invite them to celebrate with us.


(ALLOW A FEW MOMENTS FOR EACH PERSON TO REFLECT.)

P. As the chalice is passed around we ask each of you to share with us a story of your ancestors. It can be a fond memory, an amusing tale or a greeting. You may ask them for advice or simply wish them well.

(ALLOW EVERYONE TO HAVE A CHANCE TO CONTRIBUTE)

PS. Now that we have welcomed our ancestors to this celebration of Yule, we welcome all to feast in the honour of the Gods who have joined us this eve.

FEAST TIME (
Closing

P. Ancestors old, Heroes renowned. Blood of our veins, Strength in our Souls, Grandfathers, Alfar, Light-Alf, Dark-Alf, Black-Alf, Weal-brining warders, we bid you a fond farewell. O ancestors of blood and hear we bid you Hail and Farewell.

PS. Ancestors old, Heroes renowned. Blood of our veins, Strength in our Souls, Grandmothers, Disir, Wise Watching Woman, Weal-brining warders, we bid you a fond farewell. O ancestors of blood and heart we bid you Hail and Farewell.

P. Odin, The One Eye

Rune Lord of Wisdom

The Wise and Great One of Valhalla

Wild Rider.

We thank you for your presence here tonight.

For sharing with us your ancient wisdom

For giving us the strength for the dark times ahead

We thank you for joining us in merriment

We thank you for joining us in praise

With the greatest of love

We bid you hail and farewell.

PS. Hallowed Woman, Earth Mother

Cold of rock, hardness of ice

We thank you for your presence here tonight

For supporting us through this time of darkness

For filling our homes with joy

We thank you for joining us in merriment

We thank you for joining us in praise

With the greatest of love

We bid you hail and farewell.

PS. Brothers and Sisters of Earth

We thank you for your presence here tonight

For aiding us with your powers of understanding

For aiding us with your powers of steadfastness

For enabling us to understand the wisdom of our ancestors

For enabling us to be steadfast in the requests made this night

Thank you for your presence

We bid you hail and farewell

PS. Brothers and Sisters of Water

We thank you for your presence here tonight

For aiding us with your powers of friendship

For aiding us with your powers to commune

For helping us welcome our ancestors with friendship

For helping us commune with them this night

Thank you for your presence

We bid you hail and farewell

P. Brothers and Sisters of Fire

We thank you for your presence here tonight

For aiding us with your powers of passion

For aiding us with your powers of illumination

For helping us infuse passion in the words spoken this eve

For helping us illuminate our hearth with your warm embrace.

Thank you for your presence

We bid you hail and farewell.

P. Brothers and Sisters of Air

We thank you for your presence here tonight

For aiding us with your powers of inspiration

For aiding us with the power of mind

For helping our tongues recite our tales well

For helping us recall the tales with clarity.

Thank you for your presence

We bid you hail and farewell.

(Take Down Circle. This rite has ended So Mote It Be.)

