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IMBOLIC

Imbolic is usually celebrated around the 2nd of February and is an important sabbat because it marks the recovery of the Goddess after giving birth to the God. 

We see this time as a time of celebration. It is a festival of light and fertility. This festival is celebrated with feasts and song in welcoming the return of The God.

Many pagans will chose this time to be dedicated because it is a time of renewal and beginnings.

Imbolic is a wonderful celebration that should be celebrated with love, light and merriment. 

You can celebrate this sabbat in various ways. You can cast a circle around an evergreen tree and meditate, light white, green and blue candles, bless a bowl of seeds to plant at Ostara or place a wheel on your altar and light it.

We are sure that all of you celebrate this holiday in your own way. 

We welcome the return of The God with love in our hearts and as always with joy and celebration as only we pagans can.
From The Sorceress

Well folks it has been a very busy month. I am happy to say that I finally have more time to work on the site and update some of the broken links etc. I am now working on a variety of projects including work on a new ritual for my Thursday night class. 

Last week we had the most amazing ritual about Spell Bundles and it was really neat. So I thought I would share with you what we did. It was the shortest ritual I have ever been to and I loved it. I am trying to learn how to be a minimalist.

That’s All For Now! The Sorceress Fire Dragon
Our Feature Article

Many Paths:

Coven Vs Solitary

By: Earthy Fire, Ask Morgana and Fire Dragon

Well after much collaboration this article is finally finished. We want to thank the following people that have shared their own experiences with us. 

This article is going to share with you the various stories of Wiccan in the solitary path and the coven path. The two paths although very similar have many differences. We hope that you find it informative and interesting.

Each article has a different title so you will have to take the time to read each individual article by the respective author. We only have one actual coven witch in this group but one is better than none. The articles are written in the various styles and are displayed verbatim and have not been edited by The Sorceress Grove.

Many Paths:

Coven Vs Solitary

The Quest to Become

By: askmorgana

Embarking upon a magical journey is what all children dream of, for some it becomes more real than any creative imaginary mind can fathom.  As a child I could hear the thoughts, desires and fears that quaked the hearts of those I loved.  Growing up being ostracized by my peers and never understood by family was forced to search within for my own power of being.  As a teenager, I sought spirituality and found an empty shell of a bodhisattva named Jesus Christ.  I found myself searching even harder for that which I am at that point.  

My ancestors visited my second ring of power and bestowed gifts, of which I still possess today at the tender age of 17.

The works that have paved my path of my quest to become has been laborious and heart wrenching.  My quest is ongoing and grows more intense with each passing day.  The experiences that I dare not speak of to another human being, for to do so would only fall on deaf ears.  

I have had the privilege of working with other magicians, medicine men, sorcerers, and witches.  The energy combined with other persons of power cannot be duplicated or measured by any one act of clarity.  Magic is as separate and unique as those who study it.  Those whom practice it learn the skills and how to implement it into their daily lives without it seeming to be a production.    

Group workings are most beneficial in the need for amplified focus on a greater goal.  The greatest example of how group workings create power would be the church and how they single handedly created their own deities.  If enough people believe, then it becomes reality.  Manifestation begins in the mind and ends in the realm you exist in.  Group workings have their place, but every person of power should have their own quest for the Holy Grail.  To say that one is better than the other would be false. To say that one is subjective while the other objective would be more accurate.  As a person of power I value all of my experiences with or without having shared them.  The advantages of solitary workings are limitless.  I have never liked the rigidity of rules, and protocol expected within groups.  

To custom tailor one’s own spells’ very rewarding when the fruits of your labor come to fruition.  Changing your mind in the middle of ceremony is the most unheard of thing in a group, but on your own it’s exhilarating allowing your instincts to guide you.  

If you have the desire to work alone, don’t rule out doing it because you are unsure of what to do.  Some of the most powerful and wise I have known let their instincts guide them.  I have had mentors throughout my life to come and go, and I am sure I will have more in my life.  I too am still learning and will until the day I leave this consciousness and begin anew hopefully taking with me as much as I can. 

There is no right or wrong way to growth, for we each have to grow our branches in the directions we see fit.  Even wrong decisions are valid tools to growth.  Some of the most valuable lessons learned as a child ended up with scraped knees.  

Many Paths:

Coven Vs Solitary Continued

Dancing Alone: 
Journal Of A Solitary Wiccan

By Earthy Fire

I came out of the broom closet to myself in 1996. I had just left home prior to this, a decision forced on me by my father because I had rejected the faith I was raised in. Since I was about 6 I can remember the loving nature and thinking that there was a male and female deity watching over us. It was only after I had left home that I finally discovered the name for what I was a “witch”. When I left home I was so sick of not only organized religion, but also being told what and how to believe that I decided to seek out the “truth” for myself. I spent one year reading the Bible, researching various religions and came upon the decision that the “truth” was what we feel it is. I said it best in a letter to a Christian relative “ I practice what feels right to me in my heart, I don’t go against that. There is only hypocrisy in organized religion, man assumes that he speaks for God but how do we know that he is right? God gave me this heart and I can only assume that by following it I am following God, if I didn’t feel in my heart it was right I couldn’t do it. *I refer only to the male God to avoid argument.

I decided when I left my families religion that I would not participate in any religion unless I could say without doubt that I believed in it 100%. 

Becoming a solitary practitioner was not originally a choice, at the time I knew of no covens near me and I was hesitant to come out of my closet all the way. Later however it became a desire, encouraged by others telling me how I wasn’t a good Pagan.

My sister told me that she was joining the Wiccan Church of Canada, I thought ‘how great for her’ and for a few days I was jealous. But then as I listened to her tell me about the cost and members interacting with each other I felt that organized religion is truly an acquired taste.

Portions of my education have been thru books, but the majority of it was done through talking online to other pagan worshipers, seeing how our faith varied within itself. I also found a wonderful stream of support and encouragement from this medium. I did have a mentor, I met her online about 2 years ago and since then she has been my personal guide & instructor, she comes from a long line of fellow believers and was not only raised in the faith but is also a Priestess.

Being solitary has given me many things, the desire to research more into the past and also to integrate other philosophies that I believe strongly in, into my faith. I joke that I am a Wic-Tao-Gan (Wiccan Taoist Pagan), but it’s more accurate to say that I am Taoist in philosophy that believe and practices the old religion.

In the end what it comes down to is the person you are. You may thrive on groups and find you are more inspired and encouraged by them. On the other hand you may feel that groups apply too much pressure and social interaction and may take away from your religious integrity. Whichever choice you make its yours to make, don’t let anyone make you feel the fool for the path you have taken.

Pros

You don’t have to worry about conforming to group mentality. I’ve noticed in many group settings we are far more easily swayed to agree to do things we normally wouldn’t.

No one is around to laugh or scold you if you alter isn’t the most expensive or if you don’t have the right tools on hand. Obtaining answers to questions can be a challenge.

When you have a ceremony your a little more confident chanting or singing, you don’t have to feel embarrassed by others.

Every thing you do to honor the Goddess & God is more personal & less informal because you are doing it on your own.

Cons

Sometimes you really feel like you are alone. You miss out on the positively of having a group to associate with who believes as you do and can share in the activities, festivals and rites. (Dancing around the maypole isn’t as fun by yourself lol)

Many Paths:

Coven Vs Solitary Continued

The Group Experience
By: Fire Dragon

I have never fit in. I have spent my whole life searching for a place where I would feel at one with those around me.

Not being much of a conformist, even from a very young age. I found it difficult to blend in with the religious community of the Jehovah’s Witness. I have always known that I had special gifs that I tried to hide from my family and friends in the JW community.

I could tell things would happen before they did, could see what people were thinking and sometimes see spirits roaming in and around various places. I was always taught that these powers were from some kind of demonic influence. This caused me to have some very deep conflict with what I believed.

I could not understand how my powers, which seemed to be of a good and helpful nature could be given to me by demons.

For many years, I tried to conform myself to the JW life. However, I could deny the feeling that I belonged somewhere else. The spark that was brought from my doubt begins to grow. In 1996 I was disfellowshipped. For any one who does not know what that means it means the very same thing as ex-communicated or kicked-out of the organization.

I found myself mysteriously lost with no direction until I met my soul mate Modeus. He brought me to learn and understand a religious concept called Wicca. After he taught me the basics the fire was lit under me to find out more.

After searching I found The Wiccan Church Of Canada. I never really thought of joining a coven, but my first night there I felt so welcome. They made me feel that I was some long lost relative that has finally found their way home!

I was overwhelmed by the kindness and love that they gave and felt that this is where I belong. I started taking classes on Tuesday night on open class night and started attending Women’s Group and various Sunday Circles. I wanted to see what happens during a ritual.

I than learned that in order to advance you needed a teacher. So after thinking about what I wanted to learn, I sought out a teacher. I found one that was very supportive and have been her student for over a year.

I have found that the group is very supportive and helps you feel that you have a part in a great community. There are a lot of restrictions as a coven worshiper. There is an intricate hierarchy that is used and respected and if you want to advance in The Wiccan Church of Canada you must go through each stage.

Other covens may vary on when these various stages occur, and they may not have certain stages at all.

Initiate- someone who has expresses interest in Wicca.

Dedicant- someone who has dedicated their lives to The Gods in

 

A public or private ritual

Neophyte-
Advanced knowledge of Wicca, learns spell work and



Deeper aspects of the craft.

First Degree- has the ability to write their own rituals, tend a shrine, make



    Talismans, etc you are given this degree.

Second Degree- has the ability to teach others 

Third Degree- 
High Priest/Priestess has the ability to run your own circle.

In our tradition the circle is run by the Priest/Priestess and sometimes includes the work of a Hand Maiden and Summoner. 

The various stages present varying amounts of information and are kept secret from other members. The only public ceremony besides public ritual that you can attend if invited is The Dedication Ceremony.

Although there are many variation on these “rules” depend on the coven. I suppose that being part of a group has helped me develop my power and learn how to control it. The group I belong to has rituals ever second Thursday and is designed to help us learn about rituals, how to write them, and how they operate. 

Because the group has followers of various pantheons including a member from a different coven you get to observe various Gods/Goddess being honored at various ceremonies.

It has taught me a great deal about the intriciacies of Group Work. Although I still do a lot of work on my own and continue to expand my knowledge outside the Coven environment, I truly believe that it has given me the support I needed to begin.

My small spark of interest has now blossomed into a fire that burns me to learn more. The fire that burns still every time I experience what Wicca has done in my life, and continues to do. I truly feel at peace with myself. My love for the craft is still growing and I believe that with the support of those in my group I will continue to be an active member of The Wiccan Church of Canada.

Although, groups and covens are not for everyone they can be a good place to start from even if it is just to get some basic information about Wicca and perhaps help you in knowing where to begin.

My soul mate is not a member and I don’t think he has any interest in it. He enjoys the solitary existence because he can structure his rituals as he sees fit and not have to follow a template that has been structured for our purposes.

I suppose that life as a coven witch has helped my great deal and I wish to continue my spiritual group within its walls. I plan on being a High Priestess someday so that I can run my own coven and spread the love of Wicca to others.

My soul mate is not a member and I don’t think he has any interest in it. He enjoys the solitary existence because he can structure his rituals as he sees fit and not have to follow a template that has been structured for our purposes.

I suppose that life as a coven witch has helped my great deal and I wish to continue my spiritual group within its walls. I plan on being a High Priestess someday so that I can run my own coven and spread the love of Wicca to others.

Divination 

There are so many forms of divination. Each is an essential part of witchcraft that can be used as a tool to gain inspiration and wisdom about the past, present and future.

Many do not use these powers for money. Most Wiccans will not charge for the service. They may only charge the time it takes or accept donations or gifts for the wisdom or advise that they can divine.

There are two types of divination. Hard Divination and Soft Divination. 

Hard Divination is interpretative-you have to learn the meaning of the tool you are using to divine. This type if divination can be Tarot, Numerology and Palmistry.

Soft Divination is more generic-it does not require so much learning or interpretation. It involves what you see, like Scrying or Visions or Sprit Guides.

Some people use Ojui Boards or Witch Boards as a divination tool. However 

Using this method requires a basic set of guidelines that should be followed.

Guidelines for Ojui Boards or Witch Boards

1. You must be careful not to be controlled by a spirit.

2. You should not use a divination board if you are:


Young (and don’t know yourself)


Using Drugs and or Drunk


Have Emotional Problems


Are a Fundamentalist


Have not cast a protective circle


Gave not purified yourself.

Also It Is Important To:


Never accept everything it says as true.


Never to work alone.


Stop if you get negative feelings


If bad things happen Do Not Acknowledge The Spirit Present*


*ignore it, don't speak to it. Banish it and end session immediately

As with any task you should always prepare.


Meditate, Mentally Prepare, Take a Ritual Bath, Fast for one meal,


Use proper incense and oil.

You can decide if you want to cast a circle. It does not have to be elaborate. You can simply purify it by putting a ring of salt around your space, or walking around the space purifying it with an element or an athame or wand.

You can use words like these: I do bless and consecrate this circle and all within it. 

I do bless and make sacred this space for the work that we are about to do within. May it be a rampart of protection and a place of love and beauty. To protect us and the work we will perform within. So Mote It Be.

Be Quite and Undisturbed. Turn off your phones. Be sure you are well rested.

Do not hunt or seek answers. The answer you may get may not have anything to do with what you ask, but that is okay. The first answer is usually from your own mind by as you allow yourself to open the more easily thought will flow to you.

Remember that when doing interpretation for others that you must be cautious. If what you say influences a person you must think of the effects your advice will make and the karma that comes from taking on that responsibility.

When doing interpretations or divination it is important to remember that if you cause a persons life to change from the reading and it causes negative effects the power can return to you. Most of us who read are cautious of who we read for. You must learn that you can not help everyone and that even if you know something does not mean you have to share it with the person.

In our next issue we will deal with psychic etiquette. This is important to know before you give a reading. Be cautious and careful. Remember that dealing with sprits can be very dangerous, there are some nasty ones out there so protect yourself.

Choosing A Pantheon

There are so many various groups of Gods and Goddess to choose from that picking various deities to venerate becomes very difficult.

Some of us don’t get a say in which pantheon to follow. Sometimes for whatever radon a particular God or Goddess will choose us.

This may come to us in dreams, visions, mediations etc. and may be a pantheon that we may know nothing about.

Some of us are drawn to a particular culture because of family traditions, readings, research or just fascination with a particular culture. Many of us choose pantheons just because we are interest in the culture that these deities came from.

Many who do not wish to follow a particular pantheon will often mix the various cultures in there rituals. Sometimes they will call The Great Father and Great Mother. 

Although for many this may work it is sometimes better to identify with a deity by name. Sometimes identifying there characteristics brings them closer to us. Setting up a shrine to welcome that particular deity and trying to learn about them, their preferences, favorite oils, incenses etc.

Gods and Goddess are physical beings so remember to adorned their altars or ritual space with things that they will like. Do a lot of research. Find out about the culture of the pantheon in books or on the internet. There are extensive books about various pantheons and you can find these books in most conventional bookstores.

Read about the land they are from and understand how that world operated. Sometimes it is important to know things like the seasonal changes, which direction the sun sets and rises, foods, etc. 

This will help you understand how the deity would have been worshiped and give you insight into the culture.

You can also write a poem, letter or question to your deity even if you do not know who they are. Sometimes they will answer you and sometimes they will not. It depends on if they feel it is right for you to know at this time or not.

There is no right or wrong pantheon and no one should determine which pantheon you follow. Even if you are part of a Coven it should not matter which pantheon you are drawn to. Although many coven witches will seek out a coven that caters to the pantheon that they are drawn to, but this is not always so. 

Many groups have so many pantheons that we sometimes get various deities showing up when they feel like it. Your private shrine is just that private. Shrines are dedicated to specified deities and are adorned with that deities favorite items.

So, do research, ask questions, and seek out what Gods/Goddess look after you. It may surprise you to find out who has taken an interest in you. :)
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